MELISSA STRYDOM
Partner
Johannesburg,

T: +27 11 669 9203
E: melissa.strydom@bowmanslaw.com
Overview
Melissa Strydom is a partner in our Johannesburg office Corporate Department and a member of the Public Law
and Regulatory Practice.
She specialises in Environmental, Energy and Natural Resources law but also practices in varying areas of Public
law and regulatory matters, including health and safety, petroleum products, broad-based black economic
empowerment, public procurement and product liability aspects. She often advises on the relevant regulatory
frameworks including licensing and other requirements, particularly within a transactional context.
She has a particular interest in disputes in these areas and is often involved in High Court proceedings. She is
currently pursuing her PhD at Wits in the area of criminal enforcement of environmental law in South Africa.
Melissa has worked on more than 20 renewable energy projects, as part of the Department of Energy’s
procurement process for renewable energy by independent power producers, many of which successfully reached
financial close and are currently in operation.
Melissa has an LLB from the University of Johannesburg, an LLM and Certificates in Mining, Prospecting and
Advanced Company Law from the University of the Witwatersrand.
Experience
Undertaking environmental, health and safety legal assessments and / or due diligences focused on
legislative compliance for different operations including various mining, industrial, renewable energy and
other operations.
Advising lenders, investors and developers on environmental law aspects in several solar photovoltaic,
onshore wind, CSP, small hydro, landfill gas and other renewable energy projects.
Advising in compliance and enforcement proceedings, in environmental and health and safety law,
including incident investigations and inquiries and responding to compliance notices.
Assisting with successfully defending criminal proceedings against chemicals companies brought in terms
of environmental legislation.
Advising mining, industrial and commercial clients on Environmental Impact Assessment requirements and
authorisations; water-; waste-; and atmospheric emission licensing.
Advising on the contractual implications of rehabilitation obligations for mines or related to contaminated
areas.
Assisting with successful High Court actions in a number of public procurement disputes involving urgent
interdicts and review applications.
Assisting with a successful reinstatement and challenge in respect of a Traditional Leadership dispute.
Chambers and Partners, 2018 recognised Melissa as an ‘Associate to watch’ for Environment.
Melissa has been recognised by Chambers and Partners 2017 as an “associate to watch” for Environment.
‘Senior associate Melissa Strydom is singled out as a “great talent” who is “very promising, and certainly
someone to watch.” She plays a major role on many of the team’s highlight matters.’ – Chambers and Partners
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2017
Publications & Insights
A brief overview of the Carbon Tax Act, which took effect on 1 June 2019

Black economic empowerment in the South African petroleum and liquid fuels industry – alignment with
the Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment Act and Codes

Developments in South African Waste Law – The 2013 NEMA Amendment Act And Rectification
Applications

Environmental authorizations required for mining?

Environmental enforcement trends in South Africa: insights from our experience

Environmental Law Seminar, May 2017: Environmental Enforcement and Risks – Targets, Trends and Tips

Marine Spatial Planning Bill, 2017

National Water Act: challenging appeal decisions

Recent trends in the enforcement of environmental law in South Africa: data from the National
Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Reports

The National Environmental Management Act: 2017 amendments to the Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations
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